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Return to Salamanca:  
Confronting the Gap: Rights, Rhetoric, Reality 

Global Conference on Inclusive Education 
 

WENDESDAY 21 OCTOBER 2009 

MORNING 

 
8:00-9:00 

 
Accreditation and delivery of material 

Presiding: Ingrid Koerner & Gordon l. Porter (Program Co-Chairs) 

9:00-9:10 Welcome from Congress Co-Chairs 
 Ingrid Koerner 

 Gordon L. Porter 

 

9:10-9:30 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:  A Framework for Inclusion 

 Diane Richler. President of Inclusion International  

 Mia Farah. Council Member and Self-Advocate and Inclusion International    
 

9:30-9:50  From 1994 to 2009:  The Significance of the Declaration of Salamanca 

 Alvaro Marchesi. Secretary General of the Organization of Ibero-American States    

9:50 -10:15 The Right to Inclusive Education  
 Vernon Muñoz. United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education 
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10:15-10:45 COFFEE 

10:45-11:30  Douglas Willms. Director of the Canadian Research Institute for Social Policy, University of New Brunswick 
 

 

11:30 -12:00 
The Status of Inclusive Education:  Presentation of Inclusion International’s Global Report 

 Connie Laurin-Bowie. Director of Policy and Programs of Inclusion International  
 

 
12:00 -13:00 

Perspectives on the Status of Inclusive Education  
Panel discussion:   
Speakers comment on Inclusion International’s Global Report and the current issues impacting on achieving 
Inclusive Education. 

 Bob Prouty. Acting Manager of the Fast Track Initiative, World Bank 

 Renato Opertti. Coordinator of the Capacity Building Program, International Bureau of Education, UNESCO, 
Geneva 

 Others to be announced  
 

13:15 -14:00  Official Ceremony 

 
Presiding: José Ramón Alonso. Rector University of Salamanca   

 Angel Gabilondo Pujol. Minister of Education, Spain 

 Diane Richler,.President of Inclusion Internacional 

 Ingrid Koerner. President of Inclusion Europe 

 Miguel Ángel Verdugo. Director of Institute On Community Integration (INICO), 
University of Salamanca 

 

 Spanish buffet and wine  
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AFTERNOON 

 
16:00-17:30 
 

Seven (7) Concurrent Sessions  
Several featured speakers in each session: three (3) in English, three (3) in Spanish and one (1) with 
simultaneous translation. Sessions on topics of interest to parents, educators, and officials. Details 

will be posted over the coming weeks as speakers are confirmed. Check for more information. 

17:45-18:30 
 

Plenary Q&A and Discussion Session 
Several of the day’s plenary speakers will join the Co-chairs in an interactive session where 

participants are invited to make comments. An engaging end to a busy day. 

18:30 Adjournment Day 1- DINNER ON YOUR OWN  
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THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER 2009 

MORNING 

9:00-11:00  Exploring dimensions of Inclusive Education: How do we make it happen? 

Speakers will address questions related to Policy, Programs and Pedagogy in school classrooms 
 Gerardo Echeita. Professor of Universidad Autónoma de Madrid  

Title: Dilemas on differences in school education 

 Miguel Angel Verdugo. Director of the Institute on Community Integration (INICO), University of 

Salamanca 

Title: Perceptions on inclusion and quality of life 

 Peter Evans. Former Senior Education Analyst, OECD 

 Others to be announced  
 

11:00-11:30 COFFEE 

11:30-13:00 

 

Seven (7) Thematic Workshops 

Workshops with a Facilitator and Two (2) Featured Resource Persons 

on Themes relevant to implementing inclusive education 

- topics of interest to parents, educators, and officials 

13:00-15:00 Lunch included in congress fee 

AFTERNOON 

15:00-16:45 
 

 

 

Seven (7) Concurrent Sessions – Day 2 
Several featured speakers in each session: three (3) in English, three (3)  in Spanish and one (1) with 

simultaneous translation. Sessions on topics of interest to parents, educators, and officials. Details 

will be posted over the coming weeks as speakers are confirmed. Check for more information. 

16:45- 17:30 The Faces & Voices of Children: 

 Some children from Spain and Children’s Faces and Voices from around the 

world  
17:30 Adjournment Day 2- DINNER ON YOUR OWN  
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FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 2009 

MORNING 

9:00- 9:45 What is the Path ahead? Presenting the challenge  

“Toward a Strategy for Change – Moving Inclusion Forward: Advocacy, Law and Innovation” 

 Gordon Porter. Chair Human Rights Commission, Government of New Brunswick; Director, Inclusive 

Education Canada 

10:00-11:15 Seven (7) Thematic Workshops   

Workshops with a Facilitator and Two (2) Featured Resource Persons on Themes relevant to 

implementing inclusive education - topics of interest to parents, educators, and officials 

11:15-11:45 COFFEE 

11:45-12:45  

How far have we come?  Where do we go from here? 

Perspectives from Participants 
 

12:45-13:30 Closing Session: 

 Closing Keynote TBA 
 Miguel Ángel Verdugo, Director of the Institute on Community Integration (INICO), University of 

Salamanca 

 Ingrid Koerner. President of Inclusion Europe 

 Diane Richler. Presidento f Inclusion International 
 

13:30 Adjournment Day 3  
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Concurrent Sessions will include: 
 

 

Parents Perspectives on Inclusive Education:  The Spanish Experience. FEAPS 
 

 

Transformation at the National or State Level 
 

 

Inclusive Education & Pedagogy. INICO 

 

 

Parent Advocacy for Inclusive Education 
 

 

Assessing Learning, Student Achievement and Inclusion  
 Douglas Willms. Director of the Canadian Research Institute for Social Policy, University of New Brunswick.  

 

Professional’s Perspectives on Inclusive Education:  The Spanish Experience. FEAPS 

 

 

Development and Inclusive education. Convention on the Rights of People with Disability Article 32  

 

 

Leadership 
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IDDC  International Disability and Development Consortium  

 

 

Funding Special Needs – The Challenge of Inclusion 

 

 

 

 


